
discernment. For Razumov this is a peni- 
tential struggle that mobilizes an inher- 
ent capacity for moral growth and cleans- 
ing. 

The SecretAgent portrays the death of 
the soul; it is a novel in which a rhythm of 
disintegration affects all levels of human 
meaning and action. In Under Western 
Eyes ratification of the soul is achieved 
by a rhythm of ascent. Conrad ap- 
proached this novel with the same “scru- 

pulous impartiality” that shaped his ma- 
jor fiction. His task thus entailed the 
added burden of vision that he explicitly 
identifies in this statement in his 
“Author’s Note”: “I had never been called 
before to a greater effort of detachment: 
detachment from all passions, prejudices 
and even from personal memories.” A 
careful study of Under Western Eyes will 
confirm that, in this effort, Conrad ob- 
tained triumph. 

First Frost 
Ceres, the dark mother, returns to her underground abode. 

There is owlhoot in the pines now, blackbirds’ 
Complaint; cicadas and katydids 
By night: “a stridulation of crickets.” 
Crows announce the dawn; the cardinal’s whistle 
Now is gone or call of mourning dove. 
The green caravans are moving out of town. 

The river here is boisterous and broad, 
A young horse that’s given his own head 
As it races by beneath the wooden bridge. 
The dirt road is a patchwork quilt of leaves, 
A counterpane in amber, gold and red, 
As it winds along beside the foxy wood, 

To open on a field of goldenrod. 
Headhigh canes here sleepwalk in the wind, 
The veterans left too long on campaign. 
Milkweed pods depend on rigid stems, 
Like semaphores to long departed trains 
On a spur of track that weeds have overcome. 

The pensioners are idling in the sun, 
Awaiting one last fling of revelry 
When stingy pods unclench a hoard of seed 
And fling them forth in little chutes of down 
Wherever wind or earth will have them now. 
Who’s to say if spring comes back again 
And young birds sing? Forget the past, 
We’ve had our say. Broadcast! Broadcast! 

Jack Flavin 
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