
the light of its past. The nation-building 
efforts made by the Nationalist govern- 
ment, particularly in the political and 
economic fields, bore profound and far- 
reaching consequences in the years that 
followed. 

To provide a historical study of the activ- 
ities of the Nationalist government from 
1927 to 1937, St. John's University, as part 
of its Centennial Year celebration, spon- 
sored a ten-day symposium on modem 
China, organized by Dr. Sih and attended 
by prominent scholars and experts. Most 
of the participants had made direct or in- 
direct contributions to the nation-building 
program, so that the proceedings provide 
valuable and original sources for research 
into modern Chinese history. Dr. Sih's in- 
troduction includes a comprehensive out- 
line of the modernization process between 
1894 and 1945. 

The subjects covered include the interna- 
tional situation of China in the years be- 
fore 1927, the subsequent political recon- 
struction, the modernization of currency 
and banking, the new economic and agri- 
cultural policies, the program of railroad 
construction, and the educational reforms. 
The symposiasts attest to the successful ef- 
forts at modernization in these various 
fields; a conspicuous example is the organi- 
zation of the fiscal and revenue systems 
described by Dr. Poe. Even more impres- 
sive is the evidence relating to railroad 
construction and the formulation of P new 
educational program. All the symposiasts 
appear to agree that the only reason that 
some of the nation-building activity had to 
be left unfinished was the outbreak of the 
Japanese war in 1937. 

Informative statistical tables occur 
throughout the book, and at the end there 
is an excellent chronology of the ten-year 
period from which the reader may gather 
a knowledge of the manifold external and 
internal problems confronting the National- 
ist government and its successes in coping 
with them. As in all such symposia, the con- 
tributions represent differing varieties of 

specialization, differing phases of scholar- 
ship and therefore differing levels of inter- 
est for individual readers. This disadvan- 
tage, however, is largely removed by the 
commentaries that follow each paper, so 
that the necessarily heterogeneous discus- 
sions are wrought into a comprehensive 
whole. 

This book sheds much new light on Na- 
tionalist China and should force the fair- 
minded reader to a reevaluation of the Na- 
tionalist government. It presents new mate- 
rials, especially in the fields of political and 
ideological history, and above all, new 
ideas relating to issues of paramount im- 
portance. It belongs in the library of every 
historian and every serious student of 
Chinese affairs. 

Reviewed by HELEN KU 

Roots of Conservatism 

The Conservative Tradition in Euro- 
pean Thought: an anthology selected 
and edited by Robert Schuettinger, New 
York: G. Putnam's Sons, 1970. 385 pp. 
$6.95. 

FOR MANY YEARS there has existed a need 
for an anthology in English as well as for 
a historical survey which would give a com- 
prehensive view of the entire range of con- 
servative political thought in Europe. 
Russell Kirk's The Conservative Mind from 
Burke to Eliot has provided a definitive his- 
tory of the variety and development of con- 
servative thought in Great Britain and the 
United States, while Peter Viereck's Con- 
servatism from John Adam to Churchill 
has provided an intentionally abbreviated 
and introductory coverage to the same ar- 
eas. In popular studies confined exclusively 
to American conservative thought, William 
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F. Buckley Jr.’s Did You Ever See A 
Dream Walking?, is, of course, one of the 
more recent. With the publication of 
Robert Schuettinger’s anthology, however, 
the total spectrum of continental European 
(as well as British) conservative political 
theory is now available in a one-volume 
edition with substantial excerpts from 
thinkers ranging chronologically from 
Plato and Cicero to Von Hayek. The schol- 
arly value-both as an introductory volume 
for the layman as well as a classroom text 
for students-of this anthology is clearly 
apparent. 

What particularly distinguishes this com- 
pilation is its wide-ranging variety of se- 
lections and the lucid and perceptive intro- 
ductory essay by the editor. Mr. Schuet- 
tinger, currently a professor of political 
science at Lynchburg College in Virginia, 
clearly delineates the complex strands of 
conservative thought since the French 
Revolution while providing the reader with 
the relevant ties to the medieval and classi- 
cal writers represented in the collection. 
Likewise, he has succinctly summarized the 
problem of defining the conservative politi- 
cal persuasion, a problem that has plagued 
both abstract theorists and practical politi- 
cians for generations. 

“Conservatism is not an ideology or a 
firm set of doctrines on man and the uni- 
verse,” Schuettinger writes. Rather, he sug- 
gests. conservatism is more in the nature 
of a “disposition”-an attitude, if one pre- 
fers. Further, he asserts that modern politi- 
cal conservatism dates from the eighteenth 
century, specifically that cultural cataclysm, 
the French Revolution. 

Conservatism, as we understand the 
term today, owes its birth to the French 
Revolution. It was then the barricades 
went up and sides were chosen; those 
who wish to radically alter human soci- 
ety stood on one side and those who 
wished to preserve it took their places 
on the other. 

A newly articulated conservative philoso- 
phy was to be one of the major reactions 

to the myriad social, political, and e c e  
nomic conflicts generated by “the follies of 
the French Revolution.” 

Schuettinger also argues that contempo- 
rary conservatives generally can be charac- 
terized by their holding of five principal 
“dispositions”-in varying degrees, natu- 
rally. These attitudes, he believes are more 
often held by conservatives than by those 
of liberal persuasion. His hierarchy of con- 
servative principles generally may be sum- 
marized as follows: 

1. A belief in a divine intent of history 
and in the duty of man to conform him- 
self to God-given, unchanging laws of 
morality. 

2. A belief in order and stability as the 
primary requirements of good govern- 
ment, and in the corresponding notion 
that order and stability benefit from a 
respect for tradition and from restraint 
in society. 

3. An acceptance of the idea that vari- 
ety in life ultimately is better than uni- 
formity, and that liberty is more impor- 
tant than equality. 

4. An understanding that the good life 
-not merely life itself-is the prefer- 
able goal of man’s existence. Thus, such 
attributes as honor and duty take pre- 
cedence over personal indulgence. 

5. A belief in the definite limits to 
man’s reason; as a result, conservatives 
tend to be skeptical of abstract prin- 
ciples, of intellectualism, and of grandi- 
ose plans of reform. 

Obviously, it could be argued that such 
“dispositions” are not the exclusive proper- 
ty of conservatives ; indeed, as Schuettinger 
notes, 

Not all conservatives, of course, hold to 
these beliefs, while at the same time, 
many liberals are by no means hostile 
to them. But conservatives are more 
likely to stress their importance than do 
most liberals. 
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His introductory essay further catego- 
rizes and explains the various strands of 
conservative philosophy by underlying 
modes of thought-the empirical, the ra. 
tionalist, and the intuitive-and by politi- 
cal grouping-liberal conservatives, classi- 
cal liberals (conservative liberals), and 
antiliberal conservatives (restorationists) . 

Divided into five sections, his collection 
offers a variety of views under such gen- 
eral headings as “Man and Society,” in 
which the writings of Burke, Coleridge, 
Ropke, Jewkes, von Hayek, and Oakeshott 
are juxtaposed. Other sections are: “Na- 
ture, Law, and History” (selections from 
Cicero, Hooker, Hegel, and Strauss) ; “The 
Distribution of Power” (Plato, Aristotle, 
De Tocqueville, Disraeli, Mosca, and von 
Hapsburg) ; “Liberty, Equality and Au- 
thority” (De Maistre, Donoso-Cortes, Ac- 
ton, and Stephen) ; and “Contemporary 
Conservatism in Europe” (De Jouvenel, 
Seldon, Erhard, and Churchill). 

Even the most casual reader will notice 
here the inclusion of lesser known-but 
certainly equally important-continental 
writers such as Don Juan Donoso-Cortes, 
Marques de Valdegamas (1809-1853) 
whose restorationist views are clearly repre- 
sented by a substantial selection from his 
“Essay on Catholicism, Liberalism, and 
Socialism.” In one section of this essay, the 
case for order in society is rigorously de- 
fined : 

As there is no good except in order, 
everything not in conformity with order 
must be evil; nor can there be any evil 
which does not consist in a subversion 
of order; therefore, as order is the 
supreme good, disorder is the supreme 
evil, because outside of disorder, there 
can be no evil, and outside of order no 
good. 

The other virtues of this anthology are 
several: Schuettinger has included selec- 
tions of considerably greater length than 
are usually found in such compilations. 
Finally, the work has a markedly excellent 
bibliography with commentary which 

should prove invaluable to students and to 
the general scholar seeking to inform him- 
self about the truly wide diversity of con- 
servative political thought. 

Reviewed by JERE REAL 

Economics and Freedom 

Power and Market: Government and 
the Economy, by Murray N. Rothbard. 
Menlo Park, California: Institute for Hu- 
mane Studies, h., 1970. 111 f 2 2 5  pp. 
$6.00. 

WITH THE PUBLICATION in 1962 of Man, 
Economy & State, Murray N. Rothbard en- 
tered the front rank of the “Austrian 
school” of economists as one of the most 
intrepid and uncompromising champions 
of economic freedom. Unfortunately, his 
magnum opus-the first systematic treatise 
of economics in many decades-was pub- 
lished without the final portion in which 
the author systematically examined various 
forms of government interference with the 
market. It is this material-considerably 
expanded and updated-which we now 
have in Power and Market: Government 
and the Ecommy. 

The author presents a brilliant classifica- 
tion of government interference with the 
market within three broad categories. The 
first and simplest type involves the invader 
or intervener ordering an individual sub- 
ject to do or not do certain things when 
these actions directly involve the individ- 
ual’s person or property alone. This the 
author labels autistic intervention. Specific 
examples would include assault, homicide 
or the compulsory enforcement or prohibi- 
tion of speech or religious observances. The 
second category, in which the subject is 
commanded to make a forced “exchange” 
with the invader, or to make a “gift” to 
him, is labelled binary interference. Exam- 
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