
Migration from Germany took several 
forms and had several impulses. Penniless 
Germans, after the devastating wars of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, were 
recruited and given passage by shipowners, 
merchants, and governments after signing 
papers of indenture for from three to seven 
years, and were peddled upon arrival in the 
open market. Victims of religious persecu- 

, tion subscribed to the same terms. 
The Hessians who fought for the British 

in the Revolution were impressed by their 
princes and sold off like cattle. First in the 
chow line, last into battle, they deserted and 
merged with the Pennsylvania Dutch. 
Pietists and mystics proselyted by William 
Penn founded the first German settlements 
in Pennsylvania, still today obsessed by the 
occult, traced by “hex” signs” on barns. 

Princes and Pan-Germanic societies, 
given to dreams of a new overseas “Father- 
land,” sought to colonize German enclaves 
true to the hierarchy and discipline of the 
old country. Finally, there were the Forty- 
Eighters, whose dreams of a constitutional 
order collapsed with the revolution. There 
was at the time, as in Ireland, a potato 
famine which contributed to the influx. 

The trials of the Atlantic passage all 
through this span of time were terrible. The 
immigrants sailed in plague ships and 
swimming coffins. A contemporary chroni- 
cler observed: “If crosses and tombstones 
could be erected on the water, the routes 
of the emigrant vessels would long since 
have assumed the appearance of crowded 
cemeteries.” 

Once here, nativistic hostility was early 
encountered by the German immigrants. 
It came to a peak with the Know-Nothing 
movement in the mid-nineteenth century 
and had a resurgence with America’s entry 
into World War I, when sauerkraut became 
known as “Liberty cabbage.” 

German performance in all of America’s 
wars, from the Revolution on, was so ex- 
emplary that this xenophobia is now com- 
pletely dead. Nobody can take away from 
the patriotic service of Johann Kalb, Baron 
von Steuben, or Herkimer at Oriskany ; 

from the unbelievable assault by the pre- 
dominantly German XI Corps on Lookout 
Mountain, credited by the Secretary of War 
to “the visible interposition of God”; from 
the indomitable action of the 32d Division 
and the aces Wehner and Luke in World 
War I. By the war of 1941 pro-Germanism 
was a dead issue. 

Today the Germanic influence on Ameri- 
can life has all but disappeared or been 
homogenized. If assimiliation is the goal 
of all minorities, the German-Americans 
have succeeded beyond all others. The 
phenomenon has been called an ethnic “dis- 
appearance.,’ The Germans, as a group, are 
vanished. 

Mr. O’Connor’s book (he dedicates it to 
a Hessian great-grandfather) is well and 
clearly written. In detail it is fascinating. 

Reviewed by GEORGE MORGENSTERN 

The Drif t  to Starboard 

The Conservative Mainstream, by 
Frank S. Meyer. New Rochelle, N .  Y.: 
Arlington House, 1969. 488 pp .  $8.00. 

CONSERVATISM has become of age and Liber- 
alism has hanged itself with the lariat rope 
of the cowboy from the Pedernales. But 
even before the final chaotic year of the 
Johnson administration it had become ap- 
parent that there was, throughout America, 
a massive slippage to the Right. The Re- 
publican party turned Right in 1964 and 
stayed Right in 1968. Moreover, the public 
has moved more rapidly than the present 
administration, an administration which 
will find itself in the months ahead moving 
to the Right. The charges against Right 
wing radicalism have died awhy, drowned 
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out by the assassinations, the violence, the 
rioting, and the expressions of license on 
the Left. The confidence in omnicompetent 
government has dwindled and those who 
still employ the rhetoric of statist utopian- 
ism sound strangely like those men who 
saved their Confederate money in the belief 
that the South would rise again. The mean- 
ing of the invasion of Czechoslovakia and 
the frontier clashes of the Red Chinese and 
the Soviet Union have disabused all those 
capable of learning of the idea that Soviet 
or Maoist communism is capable of peace- 
ful evolution and liberalization. And so it is 
that Liberalism has become another great 
lost cause. In the thirties and forties the 
great lost cause was Communism; in  the 
fifties and sixties the lost cause is Com- 
munism’s kissing cousin, statist Liberalism. 

The triumph of Conservatism, however, 
was not one of those historical accidents 
which interrupt with catyclysmic power 
the ordinary historical processes. I t  was the 
work of one of the most intelligent, de- 
termined and skillful minorities in  the his- 
tory of the modern era. Out of power, re- 
jected even by the party to which every 
natural and unreflecting conservative be- 
longed, without major financial support 
and denied access to the public by the 
monopoly the establishment maintained in 
the academy, the churches and the news 
media, Conservatism made itself heard be- 
cause it has the arguments and i t  has the 
men. 

For many years Americans have not de- 
bated issues or made choices. They have en- 
gaged in sand-box politics; a situation 
where political congruence with the real 
world was irrelevant. Unfortunately, that 
real world will break in on even the best 
run Liberal nursery school. Since the 
foundation of National Review in 1955 
there has been steady movement away from 
a politics of palliatives to a politics of prin- 
ciple. The fact that there is once more 
choice in American politics, that there are 
alternatives, is the result in no small degree 
of the efforts of the editors and the regular 
contributors of Natwnul Review. 

One of the most important men on the 
editorial staff of Natiod Review is 
Frank S. Meyer and when the history of the 
conservative movement is written he will 
have a most important place in it. Frank 
Meyer is a great debater because he has 
first debated with himself every idea which 
he publicly defends or opposes. He is such 
a worthy combatant because every issue 
which he confronts publicly has first been 
fought out as a civil war with himself. This 
fact gives his conversation, his oratory, and 
his prose a passion, a clarity, and a ruth- 
lessness which make tradition seem like in- 
novation and reasoned change appear as 
revolutionary demolition. A cool mind and 
an impassioned heart are the stuff of which 
great politics are made. 

And so it is that reading Frank Meyer 
is in the first place a pleasure. But it is a 
pleasure that leaves one feeling vaguely ill 
at ease; a haunting fear of what one might 
find on the next page or the page after that. 
Consequently, it is well to have the Nation- 
al Review career of Frank Meyer spread 
out here. It can be examined and picked 
to pieces and when it is, the examination 
reveals a man who is surprisingly consistent 
and integral. There are few Conservative 
theorists or controversists who have been 
less self-contradicting. 

Moreover, Frank Meyer has made a spe- 
cial contribution to Conservative theoriza- 
tion and to practical Conservative politics 
by insisting that freedom and order, inno- 
vation and tradition are not irreconcilable 
antitheses. All political and religious move- 
ments manifest their vitality by producing 
an elaborate sectarianism. That the implicit 
sectarianism of Conservatism has been con- 
tained and restrained is due in no small 
part to Frank Meyer’s catholic leadership. 
He has managed, and it is a neat trick, to 
both stand on principle and at the same 
time swim with the tide. The arguments 
against the maximalists and the purists are 
all here in this book. Most of the best pieces 
dealing with the reconcilation of freedom 
and order date back some years. The more 
recent pieces in the book deal with the 
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practical implications of Conservative 
politics. In these Frank Meyer discerns 
earlier and more clearly than others the 
moment when the Liberal orthodoxy came 
unstuck and Conservatism began to play 
a determinative role in American political 
life. For those who wish to know what 
Conservatism has been and what it will be, 
no better statement can be found than 
Frank Meyer’s reflections. 

Reviewed by STEPHEN J. TONSOR 

Movies and Moviemukers 

Cinema World Series : Volume 1, 
Gdard ,  by Richard Roud; Volume 2, 
Losey on Losey, edited by Tom Milne; 
Volume 3, Visconti, by Geoffrey No- 
well-Smith; Volume 4, Resnais, by 
John Ward; Volume 5, The New 
Wave: Critical Landmarks, edited 
by Peter Graham; Volume 6, How it 
Happened Here: The Making of a 
Film, by Kevin Brownlow; Volume 7, 
Howard Hawks, by Robert Wood. Car- 
den City, N.Y.: Doubleday & Company, 
Inc. $4.95 each; paper $2.95. 

WITH MANY publishing houses now 
rushing a large number of critical and his- 
torical works on films and filmmakers into 
print, it is necessary to pay some particular 
attention to any works whose general 

concept is noteworthy for the scholarly 
reader. Such an effort is Doubleday’s 
Cinema World Series, the first seven vol- 
umes of which have been issued in recent 
months. As the titles above suggest, the 
Series is to be concentrated on major film 
directors and their works, although some 
volumes are anthologies of essays on specif- 
ic trends in filmmaking while others strike 
a more “journalistic” note, being either 
interviews or journals concerning partic- 
ular directors or films. 

The series is being published in coopera- 
tion with the influential British film jour- 
nal, Sight and Sound, and the Education 
Department of the British Film Institute. 
As projected the Series eventually will con- 
tain some thirty titles; that number alone 
would make it impressive. However, its 
general quality too is impressive: the Cine- 
ma World Series is one of the more attrac- 
tively produced and tastefully executed sets 
of works on films published to date. The 
books-critical consideration of content 
aside-are lavishly illustrated with photo- 
graphs from the films discussed. Naturally, 
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