
tains of evidence, accept it passionately. In time, 
the traitor has assumed more status than those who 
sought to root him out of our society. 
This is what has fascinated Miss West. She 

risked-and in many instances lost-the respect of 
her colleagues by attempting to light up the dark 
corners of the Hiss case. She wrote of Soviet espi- 
onage in terms of fact. Her intuitive and penetrating 
reportage of the trials of Alan Nunn May and Klaus 
Emil Fuchs cut through to a core neglected by 
newspapermen who failed to understand or pre- 
ferred to take up the hue-and-cry of those devious 
men who manipulate our culture from hidden com- 
mand posts. All of this she did writing as a careful 
and humane observer, not as an expert on the or- 
ganizational minutiae of the upparat. 

The New Meaning of Treason goes far deeper 
than the acts and motivations of those arrogant men 
who took it upon themselves to offer up Western 
civilization to the Communists; the men who work- 
ing furtively changed the course of history and may 
have written the first chapters of our doom. It is 
more than an indictment of the British and Ameri- 
can security systems-with emphasis on the deliber- 
ate blindness of the British-though this aspect of 
her book seem to have struck reviewers like Syd- 
ney Hook most forcibly. 

The major contribution of this book is its analy- 
sis of the political and social climate which made 
Communist espionage possible-and still does-and 
its attack on the assumptions of scientific minds to 
a godlike omniscience which sets them above 
morality and the laws of men. It is here that Miss 
West reaches the quick of liberal touchiness-as 
she did in England when, in print, she proclaimed 
that the kissing had to stop. Few have said as well 
what needs to be said about the liberal ethic and the 
susceptibility of scientists to the Communist ap- 
proach. 

Almost with tolerance, she demonstrates how the 
liberal-cum-socialist ambience gives the intellectuals 
the delicious feeling of fighting dangerously against 
the capitalist beast when, in fact, “rebellion” was 
“the pink of conformity” and the source of consid- 
erable material advantage. She sees them as “doub- 
ly sealed in fantasy,” their relation to the worId as 
it is remaining forever infantile. 

“Communism,” Rebecca West notes, “offers a 
haven to the infantilist, and since it is perfectly 
possible for a highly gifted intellectual to be an in- 
fantilist, it appeared not surprising that a promin- 
ent English scientist should be a Communist and 
therefore, since every Communist is bound to r e  
gard disloyalty as one of his party duties, disloyal.” 

It is, of course, not as simple as that. Those who 

“ A  Sort o f  Traitors” 

The New Meaning of Treason, 
becca West. New York: The 
Press, 1964. viii+374pp. $6.95. 

by Re- 
Viking 

THERE ARE spies and traitors all about us,” Whit- 
taker Chambers remarked in the crepuscular days 
of the Hiss case. Mr. Walter Lippmann was ap- 
palled and the New York Times has yet to recover. 
This statement, it was charged, constituted a blanket 
condemnation of liberal society, with an implicit 
assumption held that the glorious welfarism of 
the Webbs was but an introduction to Communist 
betrayal. The blast of the liberals was denied by 
the anti-Communists who parsed what Mr. Cham- 
bers had said and emerged logically triumphant. 

But the liberals had correctly assessed the import 
of that provocative assertion. It has been left to Re- 
becca West, a highly perceptive and brilliant prac- 
tioner of personal journalism, to amplify and docu- 
ment what Whittaker Chambers had almost casual- 
ly noted. Treason is her subject, in a new book 
which is less a formal presentation than a series of 
causeries on the time’s plague. She has called this 
book The New Meaning of Treason-first to mark 
her debt to the older, more limited Meaning of 
Treason and second to underscore her thesis. 

The earlier book dealt with the picayune be- 
trayals and ope‘ru bouffe manipulations of Lord 
Haw-Haw and the other British traitors who were 
tried and condemned for openly calling on their 
countrymen to desert the Crown and cleave to the 
Rome-Berlin Axis. Some of these traitors were of 
little consequence, others clearly deranged, and none 
had any measurable effect on the outcome of the 
second WorId War. Thcir old-fashioned treason was 
a product of alienation, ambition, greed, or frustra- 
tion-and none, when faced by his crimes at the 
Old Bailey, muttered that it was a far, far better 
thing that he did. 

The thrust of Miss West’s book and its most op- 
erative word is “new.” Since the days of the October 
Revolution, treason has indeed found a new dimen- 
sion. It has attained respectability in the eyes of the 
intellectual elite. Particularly in the scientific com- 
munity, the word traitor is no longer clothed in a 
normal repugnance. Treason, we are told, is in the 
eye of the beholder. An elaborate defense of each 
new Communist espionage agent has been devised 
and presumably reasonable men, shutting out moun- 
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defend disloyalty-as we have seen in the case of 
our own atomic scientists-must themselves have 
little commitment to the country they live in. The 
alienation goes back directly to the shift in the 
political and economic balance which followed the 
industrial revolution. At that time, and since then, 
the intellectual has seen himself as the perpetually 
frustrated Pretender to power. The scientific revolu- 
tion of the 1940’s has projected the scientist-intel- 
lectual into an eminence hitherto unknown to him. 
The scientist has accepted that eminence as a man- 
date to accept or veto the rules of the state and the 
will of the body politic. 

The belief in tbis mandate depends on an “un- 
sound assumption that the man who possesses a 
special gift will possess also a universal wisdom 
which will enable him to impose an order on the 
state superior to that contrived by the consultative 
system known as democracy; which will enable him, 
in fact, to know other people’s business better than 
they do themselves.” 

This explains Fuchs, Bruno Pontecorvo, Nunn 
May, (and the other scientists who took the law 
into their own hands. It negates the claim of those 
who argue that nuclear theory and technology were 
supplied to the Communists in the interest of free 
scientific interchange. It focuses a beam of light on 
the tragic murk of the Oppenheimer case. 

For a11 the fascination of Miss West’s account, 
and for all the wealth of detail she brings to the 
sordid tale, her probe of the scientific mind may, 
however, contradict her contention that its treason 
is “new.” Is it not, after all, simply a translation 
into modern ideology of the trahison des clercs? 

Reviewed by RALPH DE TOLEDANO 

The German Example 

Germany’s Economic Dilemma: lnf le  
tion and the Balance of Payments, 

by Patrick M. Boarman. N e w  Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1964. x x + 3 4 2  
p p .  $7.50. 

W H E T H ~  THE German economic recovery follow- 
ing the currency reform of 1948 is properly de- 
scribed as a miracle may be open to question, but 
that it has been a source of constant embarrassment 
to the practitioners of the “new economics” there 

can be no doubt. To the followen of Lord Keynes 
it was quite inexcusable that a country which ad- 
hered strictly to a policy of monetary discipline 
with minimum intervention by the government in 
the market should have gone, within ten years, from 
a state of complete stagnation to one of affluence; 
that it should have experienced an annual increase 
in total productivity at some two or three times 
the rate of the United States, and labor shortages 
and foreign exchange surpluses while the United 
States and Britain were suffering from chronic un- 
employment and deficits. To the serious student of 
economics, however, this experience provides a rare 
opportunity to compare the immediate effects of 
different economic policies. 

Professor Boarman, a student and disciple of Wil- 
helm Roepke, sets out in his new book, as he tells 
us, to inquire into “the causes and consequences of 
the chronic balance of payment surplus of West 
Germany in the period 1950-61.” All this he most 
certainly does; and in his investigation of what 
might appear to be a rather limited problem of in- 
terest only to monetary specialists he gives us a 
really masterful exposition of how two conflicting 
theories have worked out in practice. A laboratory 
experiment in the field of economics, of course, is 
out of the question, but the sharply divergent eco- 
nomic policies followed by several governments in 
the post-World War II period, with their strikingly 
different consequences, give us an opportunity for 
analysis and comparison which must be almost 
unique in history, particularly since ample data 
are available to enable us to discover exactly what 
happened. This is an opportunity which Boarman, 
using the analytical tools gained from close associa- 
tion with the man who played a decisive role in 
formulating German economic policy, Wilhelm 
Roepke, has iised to full advantage. His conclu- 
sions, we can be sure, will not be pleasing to the 
doctrinaire Keynesian-to those, that is, who b e  
lieve that government deficits and low interest rates 
are necessary conditions for “vigorous economic 
growth,” but they will find that Boarman’s chal- 
lenge cannot be easily ignored. He uses his terms 
with precision-he devotes a whole chapter, for 
example, to defining exactly what he means by “in- 
flation”--and has skillfully organized a great mass 
of data to back up his argument. The result is an 
immensely informative, clearly written book. 

One of the more interesting and enlightening sec- 
tions of Boarman’s book is his discussion of the 
relative growth of German and British exports in 
the period under consideration and the reasons for 
the greater German success. Taking exports in 
1950 as 100, West German exports by 1961 had in- 
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