
influence the Japanese government exerted upon 
the Russian revolutionary movements during 19W 
and 1905, when some Russian revolutionaries ac- 
cepted Japanese financial support against the 
Tsarist government. Finally, he has made some 
use of psychology in his effort to understand 
the revolutionary leaders. 

In short, Lenin: The Compulsive Revolutionary 
is a volume reflecting thorough research and 
intensive analysis. I t  concentrates on Lenin’s life 
and activities before 1917, to which approximately 
two-thirds of the book is devoted. I t  probably 
provides more data on Lenin’s personality, his 
health and his personal relations with his family 
and his wife than any other biography in English. 
In  addition, no study of Lenin or of the Com- 
munist Party provides so much data and insight 
covering the incredible underworld in which 
Lenin and his fellow conspirators lived and 
worked. Dr. Possony has demonstrated remark- 
able care in pulling together the numerous and 
delicate details concerning this shadowy world, 
in which Lenin and his fellows received financial 
aid and critical logistic assistance from the 
Austrian and German governments. While no 
doubt the Soviet archives could provide even 
more data than scholars such as Dr, Possony 
have painstakingly collected, the essential, extra- 
ordinary picture is now clear. Certainly, no one 
even as recently as five years ago could have 
dreamed that captured Czarist archives and 
German documents would be as revealing. 

The Soviet authorities will dislike everything 
about this volume, particularly its revelations 
concerning the Bolsheviks’ financial sources dur- 
ing the years before and during the Revolution, 
Lenin’s nervous illness and his personal life, and 
the essentially dictatorial and destructive charac- 
ter of his work. In fact, it is difficult to imagine 
a scholarly volume that would satisfy their 
tastes. However, Dr. Possony’s book should add 
considerably to our own knowledge and under- 
standing of this significant world figure. Soviet 
life and politics would benefit enormously if 
their scholars were as critical and candid in 
their research on this important figure. 

Unfortunately, this new biography of Lenin 
suffers from substantial weaknesses. The style is 
poor; there are numerous instances of lack of 
clarity, poor grammar, and incorrect use of 
words. Moreover, the publisher and the author 
combined in careless proofreading: there are at  
least two glaring misprints. 

More important, while Dr. Possony has added 

immensely valuable detail to our knowledge of 
the underworld character of the Party’s history, 
he has done it at  the expense of incredible 
detail and confusion. In fact, the college student 
would almost certainly be repelled by the manner 
in which the author has presented this fascinating 
account. The book also suffers from serious 
shortcomings from the point of view of classroom 
use or of use by the reader seeking a full bi- 
ography and analysis of Lenin and his work. For 
example, Dr. Possony provides very little informa- 
tion concerning Lenin’s political thought. The 
1917 seizure of power seems almost accidental, 
and Party and government policy during the 
1917-1922 period are so casually and unsystem- 
atically described that the ordinary Teader would 
emerge with no understanding of Communist 
policy or of the reasons for its triumph. Indeed, 
the Communist victory emerges from this study 
as one of the great mysteries. 

Finally, this historian, like most, admires the 
techniques and contributions psychologists and 
psychiatrists have made to our understanding of 
earlier periods and leaders. However, Dr. Possony 
is an amateur psychologist, and this earnest efforts 
to  apply new techniques to his immense data 
do not cany  assurance. Perhaps his next effort 
should enroll the assistance of a competent pro- 
fessional psychologist. 

Reviewed by ROBERT F. BYRNES 

- 

Race and Achievement 

The Geography of Intellect, By Na- 
thaniel Weyl and Stefan Possony. Chi- 
cago: Henry Regnery Company, 1963. 
299 p p .  $7.95. 

WHEN THE AUTHORS of a book begin by telling 
you what they mean by it, rhe reviewer’s inclina- 
tion in this respect is simply to quote them. Thus: 

The subject of this book is the distribution 
of human intellectual ability in space and in 
time. This is a topic of vital importance to 
the survival of a civilization based upon the 
freedom of the individual, yet it is one to 
which very little serious and systematic thought 
has been directed. Hence, there are both 
major gaps in our knowledge and areas which 
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have been rendered virtually impassable by 
jungles of prejudice and the ideological fanat- 
icism of both the left and right. 

As one reads on, however, it becomes clear 
that the authors’ purpose is not solely or even 
principally to talk about the temporal and spatial 
distribution of intellect. This is simply the vehicle 
by which they transmit their real intention: to 
make the reader think seriously about the possi- 
bility that deterioration in population quality is 
more than just a present-day threat. That this 
threat arises from the current political and moral 
philosophy in this country is made obvious in 
this book. 

Actually, there has been considerable talk about 
population quality for many years, but it has not 
been sufficient to generate a public movement 
toward a satisfactory eugenics program. Most of 
the talk has been among professional groups; 
very little of it has been directed at the intelli- 
gent non-professional reader. The authors hope 
to fill this gap. 

Each chapter seems to be a separate essay. 
Chapter I is the introduction and the final c h a p  
ter, a summary. Of the remaining chapters, only 
VI1 and VI11 are sequentially related; otherwise, 
any chapter can be read meaningfully before any 
other. This in no sense destroys the interest of the 
book, since each chapter deals with a special 
topic. The result is a series of essays on a range of 
topics, all of which are pertinent to rhe problem 
of population quality and civilization. 

Chapter I is historical ethnopsychology : the 
study of changes in ways of thinking that are 
associated with changes in the ethnic characteris- 
tics of any specified group of people. The authors 
seek for causes for these ethnopsychological 
changes, and the chapter discusses a wide range 
of possibilities that extend from the meteorologi- 
cal theory of Hippocrates to the recent work of 
the World Health Organization. 

In a book like this, it  is wholly unexpected to 
find a short course in race formation. But in 
Chapter 11, there is an excellent discussion of the 
biological and physiological concommitants of 
race. This discussion is very well annotated, and 
the interested reader may, if he wishes, read 
widely in this field from the references given. The 
authors introduce a theory that the month of 
birth (really the month of conception) is impor- 
tant in determining intelligence. This is to show 
that tropical climate has a dulling effect on in- 
telligence. While this is a novel notion, and one 
that shows how daring the authors are, it  is also 

a notion about which considerably more study is 
needed. 

Chapter 111 is straightforward meteorology. 
The purpose is to show how the growth of civili- 
zations depends on climate. This is not just a 
dumping ground for isolated pieces of informa- 
tion; the authors present a coherent, well-de- 
veloped discussion of several civilizations and the 
climatological conditions that were associated 
with their ‘birth and demise. Moreover, the authors 
were careful in documenting this chapter, and the 
footnotes give not only a fine bibliography of 
articles on climatology, but also a number of 
explanations and interpretations. Even if one is 
skeptical about the effects of climate on human 
beings, one cannot but enjoy the skill with which 
this chapter is written. 

Chapter IV is one of the best in the book. Its 
thesis is that a civilization cannot arise until there 
is a leisured class to build that civilization. The 
existence of a leisured class indicates that a 
group has already achieved a certain cohesivenets 
unknown in precivilized groups; it also indicates 
that the group has a surplus economy. If there 
were no surplus economy, there would be no way 
of supporting the leisured class. Thus, the great 
cave paintings of Cro-Magnon man can be ex- 
plained as the products of a surplus economy, but 
how o surplus economy could have existed 70,000 
to 250,000 years ago is one of the ingenious ex- 
planations presented by the authors. 

Civilizations later than the Cro-Magnon de- 
pended on irrigation, and the  authors describe 
four “irrigation civilizations.” Each supported a 
leisured class which, by this time, was coming to 
be known as a sacredotal class which included 
scribes, scholars, artists, and priests. For an irri- 
gation civilization, much imagination and reason- 
ing were required; these after all are the hall- 
marks of civilized man and they became more 
and more in demand as the civilization grew more 
and more complex. 

The authors present an interesting genetic his- 
tory of the Greeks, Hebrews, and Romans in 
Chapter V. One finds here chat ‘both the Greek 
and the Hebrew cultures had their origins in the 
Minoan culture, but when Greeks and Hebrews 
went their separate ways each followed a distinct 
genetic pathway. The Greeks mated with orher 
groups, including the barbarians from the north, 
became infertile, and ceased to exist as a civiliza- 
tion. The Jews, on the. other hand, bred within 
themselves, and by careful selection of mates, 
became a superior civilization that still exists. 
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Since the Jew became an outcast within the 
civilization wherein he lived, he was more 
easily able to preserve his ethnic identity. In 
addition, the persecutions suffered by the Jew 
acted as a biological selection device which c o n  
tributed further to his superiority. The culture of 
Rome, which owed so much to the Greeks, de- 
stroyed itself through infertility, some of which 
was deliberate (infanticide, abortion, homosex- 
uality) and some of which was accidental (lead 
poisoning). 

Beginning with Chapter VI, the authors seem to 
be intent on driving home the notion that, if we 
do not watch out, all the brain power which was 
selected out and preserved by man’s long struggle 
through thousands of yesterdays would be lost. 
Here we see how genius is selected out-first 
in the Medieval period, then after the Reforma- 
tion. Among all the national groups for which 
estimates of genius are given, the Jew leads, and 
this is not surprising. This chapter also contains 
a summary of the effects of religion, nationality, 
and communism on the preservation of genius. 

Chapters VI1 and VI11 discuss “intelligence” 
tests and their use in disclosing racial differences. 
The authors show a very considerable under- 
standing of psychological tests, but they persist 
in confusing IQ with standard score, and they 
insist on defining intelligence as that which is 
measured ,by an intelligence test! There is further 
the very questionable assumption chat the scores 
obtained by the recruits of World War I1 were 
directly comparable to the scores obtained by 
Terman’s subjects (school children) in 1915. 
Perhaps we should not altogether blame the 
authors for these things; many otherwise respect- 
able psychologists commit the same errors. 

The discussion of race differences is quite in- 
clusive. Some readers may think that the authors 
are biased in their treatment of Negro-white 
differences because the authors pay no attention 
to the environmental explanation of these racial 
discrepancies in test score. This is because the 
authors were unable to find any factual evidence 
that the Negroes poor performances on psycholog 
ical tests is related to their environment. 

Chapter IX is a short course in physical anthro- 
pology, and it is done so neatly that it will not 
frighten the layman. It can be read and enjoyed 
by those who never before had heard of physi- 
cal anthropology. The authors play with all sorts 
of theories about the causes of race differences- 
even to a study of the scores obtained at the 
Olympic Games. If they had doubled the length 
of this chapter, it  might have been better; one 

has the feeling that too much information is 
packed into too small a space. 

Chapter X is concerned with the relationship 
between the dynamic qualities of a specified group 
of people and the type of culture that this group 
has produced. The authors show that civilizations 
are not entirely the product of social forces, but 
that both the civilization and the social order 
produced by a group of people are the objectifi- 
cation of the innate qualities of the collective 
mind of this group. Several instances of this are 
discussed in the chapter, leading to rhe conclu- 
sion that, with few exceptions, the civilizations 
that characterize the temperate and cold areas of 
the earth are superior to those that characterize 
the countries of the warmer areas. Throughout 
this chapter, the implication is that population 
qualitv is highest in the countries with the strong- 
est work drives. 

Chapter XI discusses the relationship between 
population quality and national policy. This raises 
many practical questions. What policy is to be 
followed with respect to that segment of the work- 
ing population that is made permanently idle 
because of automation? In giving help to the 
“emerging” nations, what policy shall we follow? 
How far can the United States indulge in a policy 
for the control of the size of populations at home 
and abroad? What can he done to raise the quali- 
ty of all populations, our own included? These 
questions must be answered; the authors hope that 
they have contributed toward an answer. 

In the opening chapter, the authors suggest 
that this country is threatened-perhaps with 
extinction-by the degeneration of our politi- 
cal and moral philosophy. In Chapter XII, the 
authors discuss the ways by which such philoso- 
phies can he destroyed. In general, when a nation 
loses its political will, the nation disappears. 
That this country is in danger of losing its politi- 
cal will is indicated to the authors by the rise in 
“liberalism” and “progressivism.” The  authors 
would wish to see our pseudo-intellectuals (liber- 
als) supplanted by a genuine creative minority 
-something that we have been at pains to pre- 
vent by our doctrines of equality and by our ac- 
ceptance of the environmental explanation of 
differences among peoples. 

The authors close their book on a depressing 
chord. From the factual point of view, it seems 
clear that there are qualitative intellectual dif- 
ferences among races and nationality groups 
which are inherited. But despite the clearness of 
the factual evidence, there are many who prefer 
not to accept it and who appeal to religion or to 
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political philosophy for counter arguments. These 
are the persons who support the Cult of Medi- 
ocrity, which is inimical to any type of elite. 
Since an elite is what makes a civilization great, 
there is the possibility that the devotees of the 
mediocrity cult will destroy what is left of 
civilization. The Cult has already gained domi- 
nance over the educational philosophy of the 
country, so that we are concentrating our effort 

described, analysed, praised or criticized by the 
author whose destiny it was to become involved 
with most of the leading figures of world affairs 
at the most crucial moments of history during 
the last thirty years. Throughout the narrative 
his humor and sparkling wit alternate with 
touches of irony and cynicism. His forthright 
self-criticism of some of his own now questionable 
views and actions vies i n  its honesty with out- 

on the education of people who will never con- spoken criticisms of the views and actions of 
tribute to progress. others. And the whole is permeated with the 

Reviewed by F. C. J. McGURK intelligence and spillitual sensitivity of this 
exceptional Foreign Service expert and loyal 
American, Robert Murphy. 

Of this intelligence and sensitivity, which so 
strikes the reader, the sources of the memoir give 
additional evidence. Not only has Mr. Murphy 
provided us with eyewitness accounts from mem- 
ory, but also from his official reports and notes 
written at  the time. And he has supplemented 
these with data drawn from the published mem- 
oirs and writings of other significant persons, 

History at Firsthand 

Diplomat Among Wnrriors, by Robert 
Murphy. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday 
& Company, Inc., 1964. 470 pp. $6.95. 

OBSERVERS of the international scene have 
been waiting for two decades for that man of 
mystery, Mr. Robert Murphy, to complete his long 
career as a Foreign Service officer, retire, and 
tell us all about it, and especially about its long 
veiled and controversial aspects. In this large and 
handsome volume, packed with personal informa- 
tion that was once top-secret, he has fulfilled our 
expectations and given us a complete account of 
that career from the days of his consular clerk- 
ship in Switzerland in World War I to those of 
his final service as political adviser to former 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower on his goodwill 
tour of eleven countries at the close of the fifties. 

He  has set forth his story of dramatic and ad- 
venturous experiences with consummate organiza- 
tional and literary skill, the result, assuredly in 
part, of years of writing clear, concise analyses 
of complex political situations for the guidance of 
the directors of American foreign policy. The 
chapters are short, controlled little essays, each 
complete in itself. Thc serious and sober nar- 
rative of each is preceded or followed by amusing 
incidents which vary the interest and subtlely 
lighten the tone just when the more critical dis- 
closures of the author may have shocked the 
reader. Important personages appear in the nar- 

from the captured German documents and even 
from the reports of other officials, filed in the 
archives of the American State Department, which 
he has taken the trouble to look up and read. 
Thus, he has produced a history of the times as 
well as a personal memoir. And in carefully 
distinguishing the sources, and constructing the 
story chiefly from primary materials, he has made 
the volume historically worth its weight in gold. 

In the opening chapters the reader learns of 
the German-Irish ancestry, the upbringing, the 
education, and the early career of the author in 
Switzerland during the First World War and in 
Munich during the twenties where the inflation 
and its destruction of the German middle class 
left a lasting impression on him. His observation 
of the Hitler-LudendorfT “putsch,” here described, 
corrects some erroneous views of their actions. 
Fluent in German and French, Murphy was next 
assigned to Paris where he became a witness to 
the events of the critical decades in France, 1939- 
40. The atmosphere of Paris at that time, the 
many delicate tasks he  executed, the many French 
leaders he cultivated, are described and analysed. 
Especially thought-provoking is his account of 
trying to recover from a Communist, a natural- 
ized American, four thousand American passports 
of men fighting in Spain, which were being used 
by Communist agents. The bitter feud between 
Ambassador Bullitt and Sumner Wells the author 
ascribes to the callousness of President Roosevelt 

rative at just the proper time and place to be and asserts that had the President had the support 
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